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PROCLAIMER 
October 2025 

Fun Facts About Martin Luther 

St. Peter’s  Lutheran  
1130 St. Peters Road 
Lexington SC 29072 
803-359-2470 
 

Office Hours:  
        Mon-Thurs 9 am-6 pm 
        Friday 9 am—Noon 
www.StPetersLexSC.org 
 

Ministry Team 
The Rev. Dr. Judson F. Merrell, STS 
“Pastor Judson” Senior Pastor 
JudsonMerrell@bellsouth.net 
704-798-4280 
 

The Rev. Cassandra L. Boehringer 
“Pastor Cassie” Associate Pastor 
pastorcassieb@gmail.com 
678-492-3956 
 

Clay Morell 
“YAYA” Youth & Young Adult Director 
StpetersYAYA@gmail.com 
803-447-8124 
 

Craig Davis 
Matins Choir & Instrumental Director 
 

Kayla Ellingson 
Angel Choir Director 
 

Lauren Henry 
Penni Henry 
Nursery Attendants 
 

Barry Moore 
Chancel Choir & Handbells Director 
 

Valerie Porth 
Bookkeeper 
 

Molly Teem 
SonShine Choir Director 
 

Carol Wyndham 
Administrative Coordinator 
Organist/Accompanist 
admin@stpeterslexsc.org 
803-360-7137 

We have all heard about Martin  
Luther’s bold move in 1517 when he 
nailed his 95 Theses on the door of 
All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg 
starting the Protestant Reformation. 
But there are some other fun facts 
you may not know about the  
founder of Lutheranism. 
• Luther became a monk in 1505 at 

the age of 22 after being struck by 
lightening in a thunderstorm. In his terror, he had prayed to St. 
Anne, promising to become a monk if he survived. He dropped 
out of law school and joined the monastery. 

• In 1521 when he refused to renounce his writings, he was 
branded a heretic & outlaw by Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
V. His arrest was ordered, his literature was banned, it became 
illegal to shelter him & killing him in broad daylight would 
bring no consequences. 

• Enter Katharina von Bora who had lived in convents since she 
was very young, placed there by her parents who were too 
poor to supply her dowry. Unhappy there, Katharina & several 
other nuns secretly contacted Martin Luther & asked for help in 
escaping the monastery. Luther obliged. 

• In 1523, after the great escape in a herring barrel, they married. 
Luther said, “The Lord has plunged me into marriage!” He 
failed to mention that the Lord gave the 41-year old Luther a 26
-year old wife.  

• They lived in the Black Cloister, a former monastery and 
dormitory for students at the University of Wittenberg. She 
took over running the dorm, caring for the 30 or so boarders, 
growing crops, keeping farm animals & brewing beer on the 
side all while serving her community as a part-time nurse & 
raising their 6 children & 4 other orphans.  

• Luther loved his wife deeply & referred to her as “Katie, my 
rib” and “the morning start of Wittenberg” (due to her habit of 
rising at 4 am to get everything done). On her deathbed, she is 
reported to have said, “I will stick to Christ as a burr to cloth.” 

 

The more you know... 
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Ministry Highlights 
 

Church Council met September 21 @ 4 pm. 
Absent: Donna Alford, Pastor Cassie, Keith Powell 
 

• Treasurer’s report is great! Praise the Lord! 
• Cemetery: No report. 
• Education: planning for the next few months. 
• Evangelism: hosting breakfast Nov. 2nd. 
• Kitchen: all supplies have been restocked.  
• Property: PLC needs new HVAC units. The 

cost is $128,500. Only one of the four units is 
currently working. The bulk of the cost will 
come out of the general fund overage. Part of 
the new unit is on back order & won’t be here 
until early November. We can install what 
they have & be back up to 50%. 

• Safety: no report. 
• Scouts great turnout at this year’s Backyard 

Bash Campout at the Scout Hut. 
• Service has many things planned. See pg.5 
• Stewardship/Finance: The Hobbs Group 

completed the 2024 audit. Changes to current 
processes & procedures were recommended 
& are being addressed. Plans are underway 
for the Stewardship Dinner (see pg.  4). 2026 
proposed budget will be available at dinner 
on the 26th. 

• Technology: A replacement projection screen 
for the PLC has been ordered at a total cost of 
$2200. Kudos to Clay for researching this and 
placing the order. Arrival by Nov. 1. 

• Worship & Music hosted lunch for Golden 
Agers. Huge success with 200 plates served. 
Many thanks to Chef Barry & the many hands 
that prepared & served the food & cleaned up 
afterwards. Christmas plans underway! 

• Youth: Planning silent auction for Oct. 26th, 
planning ski trip, & a “mission jump” in No-
vember. Planning Young Adult event Sunday, 
October 12th. 

Next meeting is October 19th @ 4 pm    

 Church Business 

St. Peter’s By the Numbers 

January 1—August 31, 2025* 

Actual Contributions YTD $ 472,125.38 

Actual Expenses YTD $ 454,034.75 

Difference YTD + $ 18,090.63 

*Because our newsletter is published before 

the end of the month, the numbers here & for 

the month, will always be a month behind.  

Funds 
Monthly 

Fund Total 

General $    53,733.19 

AED $            40.00 

Boy Scouts $          240.00 

Cemetery Maintenance $          300.00 

David Davis $          315.00 

Ekkas $          195.00 

Electronic Sign $          300.00 

Endowment $    10,917.00 

Maintenance $      2,415.00 

Missions Market-Lydia $            50.00 

Music Ministry $          120.00 

Refunds $          154.50 

Safety/AED $          350.00 

Snack Sacks $          795.00 

SPLC Disaster Relief $          300.00 

Tartu Seminary $            11.00 

Youth Ministry $            75.00 

R. Heyward Memorial $          150.00 

TOTAL GIVING  
for August $  70,460.69 



3 

Council Nominations 

• Council Nominations will be received Sunday, October 19, 2025 at both morning  
worship services only. No early drop off or mail in nominations are allowed. 

• Council members serve for three years & must be full, active, voting members* of the 
congregation. 

• Council members must rotate off for a minimum of three years before being eligible to 
serve again. 

• The following persons are not eligible to be nominated at this time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The names in bold print will be remaining on Council, therefore their family members 

are also not eligible to serve. Family members of other names are eligible to serve.  

Family members of staff members are never eligible to serve. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 

• November 9th @ 10 am in the Sanctuary  

• Election of 2026 Church Council and Approval of 2026 Church Spending Plan 
 

*VOTING MEMBERS are members who have communed and made a contribution of  

record during the current or preceding calendar year. 

Sunday 

November 9th 

10 am 

Sanctuary 

Stand up & be 

counted. 

Donna Alford 

Pat Allen 

Debbie Arnold 

Martin Bowers 

Karen Cook 

Jeffrey Crapps 

Debbie Dent 

Doreen Edmondson 

Jeff Elliott 

Teresa Ellisor 

Ed Hedgecock 

Larry James 

Keith Powell 

Rachel Price 

Buck Ray 

Paul Robison 

Paul Schreiber 

Tommy Stone 

Mike Weidner 
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Stewardship Ministry 

STEWARDSHIP DINNER 
 

Sunday, October 26th 

6 pm 

Parish Life Center 

SILENT AUCTION  

for Youth Missions 
 

Sun., October 26th  

Bidding begins during Coffee Time 

and ends at 7 pm 

Contact: 

Clay Morell @ 803-447-8124 

Or  

Teresa Ellisor @ 803-622-7489  

for information or to make a 

 donation for the auction. 
 

Please arrive early to allow  

time to shop & bid before dinner. 

Sunday, October 26th 

7 pm 

Back Parking Lot 
Call Becka Jumper @ 

843-729-5662 

To volunteer your vehicle 

2026 Volunteer Opportunities 
During the Stewardship Dinner, we will have 

the sign-up sheets for places of service for 

2026. If you are interested in serving as  

Lector, Greeter, Altar Guild, Communion  

Assistant, Bereavement Team, Usher, or  

donating Altar Flowers, this is the time to 

sign up. 
 

In addition, we will have a place for you to 

sign up to help with different projects & 

events that happen throughout the year. If 

you have questions, please call the church 

office. 

Bring to Office Breezeway. Thank you! 
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Odds ‘n’ Ends 

Missions Night 
Packing/Pizza Party 

Sunday, October 19  
@ 5 pm in PLC 

 

Come help us pack 150 shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child and 
100 hygiene kits for Disaster Relief. 

 

Please RSVP to Clay or Bobbi Buff 
so we have enough pizza! 

SILENT AUCTION 

October 26th in PLC 

How can you help?  
Donate items or services to the auction. 
Baked goods, babysitting, pet sitting, yard 
work, etc. can all be donated. We would 
appreciate all items at the church by Sun-
day, October 12th. Other fun ideas—

getaways—tickets to events & experiences. 

Don’t forget about the men in our lives: an 
outing would be fun—hunting, fishing, 
golf, shooting, etc. For any business dona-
tions, we have a letter for tax  
purposes. You can get one from Clay or 

Teresa or from the church office.  
 

Bid! Come & get in on the fun, There will 

be something there you would love to 
have! Bidding begins during Coffee Time & 
ends at 7 pm. 

Sunday  

October 5th  

2:30 pm  
 

Front Lawn  

We will be collecting dry dog & cat food for Mission Lexington.  

We also need old blankets & old towels. 

Join us for the 

Walk to End Alzheimer's 

Saturday, October 4th @ 9:30 am 

Meet in the PLC Kitchen 

Alzheimer’s Giving Sunday, Oct. 5th 
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HANDBELL SUBS NEEDED 

If you have played handbells before and would 
be willing to be a substitute when the need 
arises, please talk to Barry Moore. Handbells 

meet Sundays at 4 pm.  THANK YOU! 

MATINS CHOIR 
Mondays @ 6:30 pm 

Now accepting new members! 
(okay, we’re always accepting new members)  

 
We lead worship @ 8:30 am each  

Sunday & would love to have you join 
our ranks. We laugh, learn cool music, 

and we eat cake once a month!  

What’s not to love about that?  
Contact Craig Davis or Carol Wyndham 

if you have any questions. 

PUBLISHING DEADLINES: 

 Bulletin—Noon on Wednesdays 
 Proclaimer—15th of  every month 
 Prayer List—5 pm on Wednesdays 
 
Dates move up a little when we approach 
the holiday season since things have to be 
printed earlier. Please watch the bulletin & 
E-Blast for changes. If it doubt, turn your 
stuff in early. November & December get 
crazy!  

Odds ‘n’ Ends 

Church Calendar 

Did you know that the Church  
Calendar is on our website? Go to 
www.stpeterslexsc.org/news & click 
on CALENDAR to see what has been 
planned for the rest of this year and 
into next year.  
 

Remember, for safety reasons, not 
everything is on the website, so if 
your group is planning a holiday 
party & need a room on campus, 
please call the church office to get 
on the official calendar. 

VETERAN PICTURES  

NEEDED 

Brady Porth, Jr. is preparing for this year’s 

Veteran’s Day display and needs your  

pictures. If they are framed, that would be 

wonderful. Please bring them to the breeze-

way at the office. Limit your pictures to 

members or former members only, please. 

They will be displayed Sunday, November 

16th through the end of the month. 

“Always preach in  

such a way that if  

the people listening  

do not come to  

hate their sin,  

they will instead  

hate you.” 

~ Martin Luther 

http://www.stpeterslexsc.org/news
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Fall Calendar 
There are TONS of things that happen around here. (Even this list is not complete as  
committee meetings, Family Reunions, & set-up dates are not included.) Most events happen  
every year like clockwork & some things are new. Don’t miss anything! Please remember to call 
Carol to get any event added to the calendar. 

 
 

Alzheimer’s Walk—October 4 @ 9:30 am / Meet in PLC Kitchen 
Alzheimer’s Giving Sunday—October 5 

Confirmation Lunch & Learn—October 5 @ 12:30 pm / FH 
Blessing of the Animals—October 5 @ 2:30 pm (new time) / Front Lawn 

Jr. & Sr. Youth Outing—October 5 @ 3:15 pm (new time) 
Cemetery Workday—October 18 @ 9 am 

Council Nominations—October 19 @ both services-in person only 
First Communion Lunch & Learn—October 19 @ 12:30 pm / FH 

Church Council Meeting—October 19 @ 4 pm / CR 
St. Peter’s Mission Night Packing Party October 19  @ 5 pm / PLC 

First Communion Lunch & Learn—October 26 @ 12:30 pm / FH 
Silent Auction for Mission Trips—October 26 (bidding begins @ Coffee Time)/ PLC 

Stewardship Dinner —October 26 @ 6 pm / PLC 
Trunk or Treat—October 26 @ 7 pm / Back Parking Lot 

Loving Group—October 28 @ 10:30 am / PLC 
 

First Communion Celebration—November 2 
Annual Congregational Meeting—November 9 @ 10 am / Sanctuary 

New Member Lunch & Learn—November 9 @ 12:30 pm / FH 
Missions Market—November 15 @ 9 am-2 pm / PLC 

Church Council Meeting—November 16 @ 4 pm / CR 
Loving Group—November 25 @ 10:30 am / PLC 

Thanksgiving Break—OFFICE CLOSED—November 26-28 
Noisy Offering—November 30 (1st Sunday of Advent) 

 

Advent Mid-Week Worship December 3 @ 11:15 am 
Loving Group Christmas Party—December 9 @ 11:30 am / PLC 

Advent Mid-Week Worship December 10 @ 11:15 am 
Christmas Cantata—December 14 @ 11 am & 6 pm 
No 8:30 worship, Coffee Time, or Sunday School Today 

Loving Group Proclaimer—December 16 @ 10:30 am/PLC 
Advent Mid-Week Worship December 17 @ 11:15 am 

Christmas Eve Worship—December 24 @ 5:30 & 10 pm 
Lessons & Carols—December 28 @ 10 am only 

No other services, Coffee Time, or Sunday School that day 
Office Closed—December 25-January 2 

 

2026 Dates 
Regular Sunday Schedule Resumes—January 4, 2026 / Office Reopens January 5th 

Loving Group—January 27 @ 10:30 am / PLC 
Soup Supper—February 1 @ 6 pm / PLC 

Pancake Supper—February 17 @ 6 pm / PLC 
Ash Wednesday Services—February 18 
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Christmas is Coming 

I know this seems early, but trust me, the Christmas season will be here before we know it! Our Cantata Choir 

has begun rehearsals which means it’s time to begin planning events to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Here 

are a few things you need to put on your calendar. 

Loving Group Christmas Lunch— 

        Tuesday, Dec. 9 @ 11 am / PLC 

Christmas Cantata— 

        Sunday, Dec. 14 @ 11 am & 6 pm 

NATIVITY DISPLAY 
December 7th 

Parish Life Center 
 

We did this in 2018 & it was so much fun!  

Seeing all of the incredible Nativity sets, some 

handed down through families, some new 

from recent trips, some made for or by  

children, and some too fragile to touch. All 

brought smiles & tears as folks shared stories 

of their origins.  
 

If you have a treasured Nativity (new or old) & 

are willing to share with the congregation, 

please call Donna Shealy @ 803-730-2116. 
 

Set up day is Saturday, December 6th. 

Advent Mid-Week Worship 

      Wednesday, Dec. 3, 10, 17  

      @ 11:15 am / Sanctuary 

Christmas Eve Worship @ 5:30 & 10 pm 
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Notes of Thanks 

With Heartfelt Thanks,  
 
Our family would like to express our heartfelt 
gratitude to our church family & friends for 
the outpouring of love, prayers, and support 
following the passing of our beloved mother, 
Meredith Arnold. Your kind words, visits, 
cards, meals, and gestures of compassion 
have been a true comfort to us during this 
time of grief.  
 
Although she will be deeply missed, Meredith 
left us with the precious gift of our church 
family. We are especially grateful to Pastor 
Judson and Pastor Cassie for the beautiful 
service & the flowers to the Bereavement 
Team for providing such wonderful food & 
care after the service, and to the choir for 
blessing us with your angelic voices. Your love 
and prayers have lightened our sorrow and 
reminded us of the hope & peace we have in 
Christ. 
 
With sincere appreciation, 
Lynn & Bobbi (Bea) Arnold 

Pastor Judson, Pastor Cassie, Buster’s 

Sunday School, & St. Peter’s Family: 

Words cannot express how grateful we 

are for each of you. Your prayers,  

encouragement, cards, meals, and 

countless acts of kindness have been 

such a source of strength and comfort 

throughout our cancer journey. In every 

moment—whether through thoughtful 

notes, a meal, or a whispered prayer—

we have felt the love of Christ shining 

through this congregation. 

With love and gratitude, 

Vickie, Adam, Caroline, Collin, & Anna 
Kate Davis 

Dear St. Peter’s Family & Friends,  

Our family would like to thank our church 

family for all the prayers, visits, calls,  

messages, food, and cards during Mom & 

Dad’s recent hospitalizations and illnesses. 

We are so blessed to be part of such a  

caring church family. 

We would also like to thank Pastor Judson 

& Pastor Cassie for taking the time to be 

with us, pray with us, and comfort us  

during Mom & Dad’s hospitalization and 

illnesses. 

What a blessing it is to know that  

whenever we call you, one of you will be 

there to uplift us. 

Prayer is a powerful thing & the prayers, 

love, and support we have received have 

been felt & heard! 

Thank you! 

Sam & Wanda Harmon  
Michele, Angie, & John 
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Serving in October 

 October 5 October 12 October 19 October 26 

Acolyte   
     Early 

Jack Carlton 
Volunteer  

Appreciated 
Volunteer  

Appreciated 
Gospel Procession 

     Late Camryn Merrell Carter Ellingson Miles Hendrix Gospel Procession 

Altar  
Flowers 

Russell & Carolyn 
Watkins 

Jean Hundley Janet Wiggins 
Buck & Ashley  

Ray 

Altar Guild Doreen Edmondson & Debbie Dent 

Bulletins Angie Meetze & Jenny Stone 

Coffee 
Time 

Lydia Circle 
Volunteer  

Appreciated 
Busters Sunday 

School Class 
Volunteer  

Appreciated 

Communion 
Servers 
      Early  

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
Wine: Pastor Judson 

Bread: Pastor Judson 
               Pastor Cassie 
Wine: Dot Rish 
         Brenda Hedgecock  

Bread: Pastor Judson 
               Pastor Cassie 
Wine: LeeAnn Crapps 
            Angie Meetze 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
              Pastor Judson 
Wine: Angie Meetze 
             Ellen Knehans 

      Late  
Bread: Pastor Cassie 
Wine: Pastor Judson 

Bread: Pastor Judson 
               Pastor Cassie 
Wine: Ernie Chaplin 
            Barbara Weed 

Bread: Pastor Judson 
               Pastor Cassie 
Wine: Marie Eargle 
             Jesse Riley 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
              Pastor Judson 
Wine: Bobbi Buff 
            Cindy Evans 

Greeters  
       Early 

Rochelle Roof 
Ed & Brenda 
Hedgecock 

Dot Rish 
Paul & Susan 

Schreiber 

       Late  
Bob & Barbara 

Weed 
Rochelle Roof 

Volunteer  
Appreciated 

Volunteer  
Appreciated 

Lectors  
       Early 

Pat Allen Dot Rish Steve Wyndham Chip Rhoads 

       Late  Martin Bowers Tommy Chaplin Marie Eargle Carrie Merrell 

Pew Crew David & Linda Heffner 

Ushers   

Jeff Elliott & Buck Vaughan—Co-Chairs    

    Mark Edmondson, Hudson Kupchinsky, Stephen Kupchinsky,  

                      Chris Marcolini 

Don’t forget at Stewardship Dinner to: 

 Grab your 2026 offering envelopes 

 Sign-up for your areas of service 

 Sign-up to help with projects 



11 

1st Julie Harmon 

2nd Dan Novak 

3rd Cathy Bowers 
Addie Porth 
David Smith (98) 

5th Shelbie Vaughan 
James Watkins 

6th Toby Porth 
Julie Smith 

7th Brett Jumper 
Susan Schreiber 

8th Patti Shannon 

9th Emily Dominguez 
Mark Edmondson 
Jennifer Lever 

10th Mark Craps 
C.J. Williams 

 October Birthdays 

11th Furman Cantrell 
Karen Price* 

12th Jeffrey Crapps 

14th Teresa Deliz 
Kayla Ellingson 
Diane Lawhead 

15th Nita Eichstaedt 
Jenny Stone 

17th Betty Amick 
Thomas Morell 

18th Carter Ellingson 
Amy Hoffman 

19th Chip Rhoads 

22nd Wanda Harmon 
Addie Kate Sweatman 

23rd Brenda Hedgecock 
Adam Hoffman 
Blake Hoffman 
McKenna Mefford 
Clay Morell 
Garrett Smith 

24th Becka Jumper 

25th Tommy Stone 

26th Haley Arnold 
Amanda Hoyle 

29th Monroe Lindler 
Jennifer McMillan 
Brady Porth, Jr. 
Nolan Wessinger 

31st Craig Davis 

3rd David & Joyce Smith 77 years 

4th Larry & Sonja Shull 61 years 

7th Butch & Julie Harmon 30 years 

8th Steven & Amanda Johnson 20 years 

9th Chris & Karen Jordan 26 years 

10th Roy & Gretchen Parker 55 years 

11th Bob & Patti Switter 11 years 

October Anniversaries 

15th Dick & Patricia Derrick 59 years 

17th Tyler & Molly Teem    5 years 

21st David & Linda Heffner 64 years 

26th Buck & Ashley Ray 29 years 

27th Jason & Julie Watkins 18 years 

29th John & Catherine Oxner 20 years 



12 

 

OCTOBER 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY 

  8:30 am        Worship 

  9:30 am        Coffee Time/PLC 

  9:45 am        SonShine Choir 

10:00 am        Angel Choir 

10:00 am        Sunday School 

11:00 am        Worship 

  4:00 pm        Cub Scouts / SH 

  4:00 pm        Handbells 

  5:00 pm        Jr & Sr. Youth/YR 
 

MONDAY 

  6:30 pm        Matins Choir 

  6:30 pm        Boy Scouts/SH 

  6:15 pm        Luke Study/GR 

  7:15 pm        Cantata Rehearsal 
 

TUESDAY  

  1:00 pm        Staff Meeting/CR 
 

WEDNESDAY  

10:00 am        Bible Study / FH 

  6:00 pm        Mustard Seeds /FH 
 

THURSDAY 

11:00 am        Luke Study/GR 

 
 

 
CR=Conference Room 

FH=Fellowship Hall 

GR=Gathering Room behind PLC 

PLC=Parish Life Center 

SH=Scout Hut 

YR=Youth Room 

October 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
Alzheimer’s 

Walk 

9:30am 

5 
Blessing of  

the Animals 

2:30 pm 

6 7 8 
Lydia  

Circle  

1 pm/FH 

9 10 11 

12 
Young Adult 

Gathering 

10 am 

Cemetery 

Meeting 2pm 

13 

 

14 
Service  

6 pm/FH 

Finance  

7 pm/CR 

15 16 17 18 
Cemetery 

Workday  

9 am 

19 
Council  

Nominations 

Council 4pm 

Mission Night 

5 pm/PLC 

20 
No Matins 

Rehearsal 

21 
Safety  

6:30 pm/CR 

Women’s 

Ministry 

6:30 pm 

22 
Combined 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

w/Brass 

23 24 25 

26 
Reformation  

and 

Stewardship 

Day— 

see pg. 4 

27 28 29 30 31  

October is 

Show our Pastors 
some love 


