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PROCLAIMER 
September 2026 

Our 250th Birthday is Coming! 

St. Peter’s  Lutheran  
1130 St. Peters Road 
Lexington SC 29072 
803-359-2470 
 

Office Hours:  
        Mon-Thurs 9 am-6 pm 
        Friday 9 am—Noon 
www.StPetersLexSC.org 
 

Ministry Team 
The Rev. Dr. Judson F. Merrell, STS 
“Pastor Judson” Senior Pastor 
JudsonMerrell@bellsouth.net 
704-798-4280 
 

The Rev. Cassandra L. Boehringer 
“Pastor Cassie” Associate Pastor 
pastorcassieb@gmail.com 
678-492-3956 
 

Clay Morell 
“YAYA” Youth & Young Adult Director 
StpetersYAYA@gmail.com 
803-447-8124 
 

Craig Davis 
Matins Choir & Instrumental Director 
 

Kayla Ellingson 
Angel Choir Director 
 

Lauren Henry 
Penni Henry 
Nursery Attendants 
 

Barry Moore 
Chancel Choir & Handbells Director 
 

Valerie Porth 
Bookkeeper 
 

Molly Teem 
SonShine Choir Director 
 

Carol Wyndham 
Administrative Coordinator 
Organist/Accompanist 
admin@stpeterslexsc.org 
803-360-7137 

This year we celebrated 246 years since the  
founding of St. Peter’s. Already there is a buzz in the 
air about four years from now as we will celebrate 
our 250th Anniversary. I have already heard folks say 
they want to pull out the “good china” and have a 
catered meal on that Saturday evening before our 
service. We want to invite the Bishop of the NACL to 
be with us for worship that next Sunday morning. 
We want to have everyone gather in front of the 
church between services and get a giant group  
picture. And, in the words of Billy Mays: “But wait! 
There’s more!” 
 

At our August meeting, Church Council started the  
process of having a Task Force solely for the  
purpose of celebrating our 250th Anniversary. Matt 
Hendrix has agreed to chair this group and now he is 
looking for members. We want to get stories, to learn 
the history, and to celebrate it as best as possible. 
We also want to hear from YOU. Are there projects 
around the church you want to see accomplished? 
Are there stories we need to record? Do you have 
pictures to share? Would you be willing to serve with 
this group? 
 

As we look forward to this monumental event, 
please continue to pray for God’s guidance within 
our congregation. What a joy it is to continue to see 
the Spirit at work in this place and to praise God 
knowing that the Spirit will continue to be here for 
many years to come! 
 

God’s Peace, 
Pastor Judson 
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Ministry Highlights 
 

Church Council met August 16th @ 3 pm. 
Absent: Mary Rae Oxner, Greg Webb 
 

• Education: Children’s SS—1 class for preschool 
to 1st grade. A second class for 2nd-5th graders. 
Will look at numbers each year to determine 
class needs. Thanks to Valerie, Katie, & Teresa 
for years of service. We now have 7-8 new volun-
teers from August to end of October to see if this 
is something they want to continue. Thanks to 
Nancy Wylie for 21 years of teaching Adult 1. 

• Treasurer Report: behind in contributions due 
to $26,000 insurance premiums paid in July. 

• Property: for planning purposes, roof on PLC & 
FH will likely need to be replaced within the next 
3-4 years. Estimated cost is $100K.  
   -Irrigation pump was struck by lightening. 
Pump replaced & power to pump restored.  
   -Forestry mulching on-going behind the PLC. 
   -Choir room expansion project in progress. 
   -Exterior window cleaning done 8/10/2026 

• Safety providing safety/medical teams for...  
   -Stewardship Dinner. First responder and RN 
needed. See Dennis to volunteer. 
   -Missions Market October 31st from 9 am to 
2 pm—will provide safety logistics 
   -Car Show October 31st from 9 am to1 pm 
   -Stop the Bleed Class being planned 
   -Child Protection Policy all children’s SS 
teachers must be vetted & background ck done 

• School Supplies have been delivered. 
• Scouts program is growing. See page 10 
• Staff Support: Reviews 95% complete. Report 

to Stewardship this week. 
• Worship & Music: planning for Golden Age 

luncheon on September 13th. 
• Youth: Clay has been super busy since June.  

meeting with parents this morning to plan fall 
schedule. Wild school calendar—lots of half days 
& weird holidays. Averaging 5-8 in Young Adult 
SS Class. Confirmation starts Sept. 13th 

• Council Nominations: October 25th  
• Annual Meeting Date: November 8th @ 10 am 

in the Sanctuary 
 

Next meeting is September 20th @ 3 pm    

St. Peter’s By the Numbers 

January 1—July 31, 2026* 

Actual Contributions YTD $ 396,197.59 

Actual Expenses YTD $ 407,161.84 

Difference YTD -$   10,964.25 

*Because our newsletter is published before 

the end of the month, the numbers here & for 

the month, will always be a month behind.  

Funds 
Monthly 

Fund Total 

General $    59,607.15 

Boy Scouts-Admin $            60.00 

Cemetery Maintenance $          225.00 

David Davis $          140.00 

Electronic Sign $      1,245.00 

Endowment Fund $          935.00 

Maintenance $      1,360.00 

Music Camp $          120.00 

Music Ministry $            20.00 

Processing Costs $            29.10 

School Supplies $      1,640.00 

Snack Sacks $          965.00 

Youth Ministry $            25.00 

TOTAL GIVING  
for July $  66,371.25 

 Church Business 

If you would prefer 

to give online, you 

may use this QR 

code. 
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There are TONS of things that happen around here. (Even this list is not complete as  
committee meetings, Family Reunions, & set-up dates are not included.) Most events happen  
every year like clockwork & some things are new. Don’t miss anything! Please remember to call 
Carol to get any event added to the calendar. 
 

September 5—Gil Ferro Visitation @ 10 am / Funeral @ 11 am 

September 7—Office Closed for Labor Day—No activities today 

September 13—Golden Age Lunch @ 12:30 pm / PLC (see pg. 7) 

September 14—Women’s Bible Study w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / GR (see pg. 4) 

September 14—Women’s Bible Study w/Lisa Leitzsey @ 6 pm / GR (see pg. 4) 

September 20—Mission Morning Sharing Time @ 10 am / PLC 

September 20—Angel & SonShine Choirs sing @ 11 am  

September 20—Church Council @ 3 pm / CR 

September 21—Women’s Bible Study w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / GR 

September 21—Women’s Bible Study w/Lisa Leitzsey @ 6 pm / GR 

September 22—Loving Group Apple Picking Trip @ 9 am (see pg. 7) 

September 24—Women’s Book Club @ 6:30 pm / GR (see pg. 4) 

September 25-27—Scouts Backyard Bash / SH (see pg. 10) 

September 28—Women’s Bible Study w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / GR 

September 28—Women’s Bible Study w/Lisa Leitzsey @ 6 pm / GR 

September 29—Loving Group @ 10:30 am / PLC 
 

October 4—Blessing of the Animals @ 3 pm / Front Lawn 

October 5—Cantata Rehearsal 7:15 pm / Choir Room 

October 5—Women’s Bible Study w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / GR 

October 5—Women’s Bible Study w/Lisa Leitzsey @ 6 pm / GR 

October 10—Pie Making w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / FH 

October 11—Youth Apple Picking Trip—see Clay 

October 12—Cantata Rehearsal 7:15 pm / Choir Room 

October 12—Women’s Bible Study w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / GR 

October 12—Women’s Bible Study w/Lisa Leitzsey @ 6 pm / GR 

October 16—Service Ministry Event Being Planned 

October 18—Angel & SonShine Choirs sing @ 8:30 am 

October 18—Church Council Meeting @ 3 pm / CR 

October 19—Reformation Worship Rehearsal 6:30 pm / Sanctuary 

October 19—Cantata Rehearsal 7:15 pm / Choir Room 

October 25—Council Nominations @ both worship services 

October 25—Silent Auction/Stewardship Dinner @ 6 pm / PLC 

October 25—Trunk or Treat @ 7 pm / Back Parking Lot 

October 26—Women’s Bible Study w/Teresa Russell @ 10 am / GR 

October 26—Women’s Bible Study w/Lisa Leitzsey @ 6 pm / GR 

October 27—Loving Group @ 10:30 am / PLC 

October 29—Book Club @ 6:30 pm / GR 

October 31—Missions Market 9 am—2 pm / Car Show 9 am—1 pm 

 Mark Your Calendar 
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Women’s Book Club for September 

Driving Home Naked:  

And Other Misadventures of a Country Veterinarian 

by Dr. Melinda McCall 

Have you ever driven home from work wearing nothing but a pair of 

rubber boots? For Dr. Melinda McCall, a large animal veterinarian in 

rural Virginia, this is living the dream. Caring for cattle, goats, sheep, 

pigs, llamas, and the occasional alpaca, unusual mishaps and mind-

blowing adventures abound. Getting caught driving home naked  

after a tough day at work is just another day at the office. 

Melinda McCall, DVM, was born and raised on a dairy farm nestled 

in the mountains of Southwest Virginia. She wanted to pursue  

veterinary medicine from a young age and was determined to prove 

wrong those who discouraged her, including her father. Her job is 

more than a career; it’s a calling. 

Join us: Thursday, September 24th @ 6:30 pm/GR 

Women’s Ministry 
Women’s Fall Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

We will have two sessions & you can alternate & come to either session as your schedule permits. 

The first 10 ladies to register, get a free book. Click here to register. 

Begins Monday, Sept. 14th @ 10 am with Teresa Russell / Gathering Room  

OR 

Begins Monday, Sept. 14th @ 6 pm with Lisa Leitzsey / Gathering Room 
                                                                

Please click here to sign up on Sign-Up Genius for the time you can attend. 

We all have questions about Heaven, right? At some point, we all wonder about what comes after this 

life. Well, in this study, we will explore the subject of Heaven from a biblical perspective, separating 

what’s true about Heaven from what’s based on legend, media depictions, and hopeful guesses. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48A5AC2FA6FB6-64981357-stpeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48A5AC2FA6FB6-64981357-stpeters
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Pay It Forward 

Click anywhere on this page to go to the Amazon List. THANKS! 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/21J2888738IZ6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?content_source=fb&fb_content_id=Q9-wBQF5d5uXrknoaIOmQhvOZCnkpDTw2qi_s1qjxAByTfrv56AEjRrZrGuMQ-HNvA&channel_type=fb
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Missions Market & Car Show 

As of  this printing, 21 vendors have been 

secured. 

A vintage ice cream truck and a coffee 

truck will be part of  the event. 

Proceeds go to: LaVie Pregnancy Care 

Center, Alzheimer’s, & funding St. Peter’s 

Mission Trips. 

mailto:missionmarketstpeters@gmail.com?subject=Vendor%20Information
mailto:JudsonMerrell@bellsouth.net?subject=Car%20Show%20Information
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Worship & Music Invites you to 

GOLDEN AGE LUNCHEON 

Join us September 13th @ 12:30 pm in the Parish Life Center for our annual  
Golden Age Luncheon. The entire congregation is invited to help us honor our 
Golden Age members.  

 Chef Barry & his crew are planning a great lunch! 

 Table decorations by Fulmer sisters. 

 Youth will serve as our wait staff.  

 Church-owned dishes will be used. 

 Desserts are greatly appreciated. 

We pull out all the stops to honor these members! 
Don’t miss this special day! 

If you are (or know of) a Golden Ager who might need a ride, please call Carol 
and she will make those arrangements! 

Golden Age & Loving Group 

MENU 

-Boneless Marinated Grilled 
     Pork  Loin Steaks 

-Fordhook Limas 

-Pickled Beets 

-Fried Okra 

-Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy 

-Rolls 

Loving Group is  

planning to go Apple Picking*. 

Tuesday, September 22nd  

Wanna go?  

Call Bobbi Buff @ 803-463-4902 

to get your name on the list. 

Watch bulletin for more details. 
*we don’t actually pick the apples,  

we just ride to N.C. & purchase  

them from one of the orchards.  

The journey is the fun part! 
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School Supplies 
Dear Congregation & Leadership of St. Peter’s, 

On behalf of the students and staff at Oak Grove 

Elementary School, thank you for the generous  

donation of school supplies. 

Seeing the bright smiles on our students’ faces as 

they picked out their new book bags during our 

Meet ‘n’ Greet night was truly heartwarming.  

Having these essential school supplies ensures 

our students start the year prepared, confident, 

and excited to learn. Your generosity makes a  

meaningful difference for our school community. 

We are deeply grateful for your kindness. 

Thank you again for your dedication to the  

children and families of Oak Grove. We are so 

thankful for your partnership. 

Warm Regards, 

Christy Graham 

Principal, OGE 

We had another wonderful school supply drive 

and are deeply grateful to everyone who had a 

part in the gathering & delivery. Here’s what 

we had this year. 

633 bookbags 

7,104 pencils 

11 pks. Construction paper (96 sheets) 

12 pks. Construction paper (240 sheets) 

115 (3pks) yellow highlighters 

17 (3 pk) large glue sticks 

994 (2 pk) small glue sticks 

164 boxes crayons, washable 

597 boxes crayons, regular 

2 dry erase boards 

375 boxes bold markers 

39 boxes thin markers 

20 coloring books 

108 (2 pk) scissors 

55 (1 pk) scissors 

2400 cap erasers 

20 cases notebook paper 

581 pencil pouches 

189 (3 pk) pink erasers 

150 (2 pk) pink erasers 

48 notebook dividers 

6 watercolor sets (24 colors) 

22 watercolor sets (8 colors) 

3 expo board sets 

1 (16 count) expo black markers 

1 (21 count) colored sharpie markers 

2,816 black & white notebooks 
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Welcome to our series... 

Everything You Wanted to Know About __________ But Were Afraid to Ask 

This month: Singing in the Christmas Cantata 
 

Yes, I realize it’s still 100 degrees outside, but as Trudy Moore reminds us, “it’s only 16 weeks until 

Christmas” and you know what that means. It’s time to start rehearsals for Christmas Music! 

Have you always wanted to be a part of the fun, but have questions? Well, here are the facts. 

• Do I need to audition? No, just talk to Barry or Craig, or just show up on “Reveal” night. This year 

we will introduce the music on Monday, September 28th at 7:15 pm in the Parish Life Center. 

• I’m not sure which part I sing? No problem.  Barry, Craig, or Carol will be happy to help you find 

your range and your spot. We’ll even find you a “buddy” in your section to sit with you. 

• What happens at the Reveal? You get your music and we listen to recordings of all of the songs. 

It’s a great way to hear what it will sound like after we learn it. Oh, and we usually have some of 

something sweet at the end. Rumor has it we’re having cinnamon rolls.  It’s a ton of fun!  

• When are rehearsals?  Rehearsals are Monday nights at 7:15 pm in the Choir Room. In November, 

we also have sectional rehearsals on Sunday afternoons (also in the Choir Room) from 2:30-4 pm. 

Dress Rehearsal is Saturday morning, December 12th. 

• Did you say Monday? I thought rehearsals were on Wednesday nights. Well, since the birth of the 

Twyndhams, things have been a little wild. By moving our rehearsals to Monday, Carol can be 

with us on Sundays & Mondays and still play “MeMa” Tuesday-Friday when the need arises. This 

also helps when Barry’s work schedule has him traveling during the week. We are learning to be 

flexible. Thanks to all! 

• What if I need extra practice? Not to worry! Barry sends out links to all of the music so you can 

listen and learn any time during the week. Carol is also available before Sunday rehearsals in  

November if you need extra help. 

• When is Cantata? This year’s Cantata is Sunday, December 13th @ 11 am and 6 pm. 

• If I have more questions? Talk to either director or any choir member. They love to share! 

Serving Him & Loving it! 

Carol Wyndham 
 

Luke 7:23 ~ “Blessed are those who are not offended by me.” 

The views expressed are the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Pastors, 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Church Council, the NALC, or the Association of Sassy Organists.  

News You Can Use 
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BACKYARD BASH 
SCOUT TROOP & CUB SCOUT PACK  309  

Scout Unit 309 will be having their Backyard Bash the weekend of   

September 25th thru September 27th. We would like to invite the Church 

Members and youth group out to join our Scouts on that  

Saturday, September 26th. We will have games & activities  

geared towards scouting and fun.  

Please come out and learn about scouting and our unit. 

Youth can try their skills at fire building with Scouts, a stretcher run relay, knot tying and lashing, 

kickball, a compass course, Cornhole and many other fun activities.  

We will have information on Cub Scouts and Scouts for those who would like to  

learn more about our Unit and Join. 

Check out our Scouting page on the St. Peter’s 
website. We will be adding history to it as well. If you have 

old pictures of this troop, please share. THANKS! 

Scouts 
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 September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27 

Acolyte   
     Early 

Billy Boehringer Juliana Schreiber 
Volunteer 

Appreciated 
Blake Hoffman 

     Late Rhea Claire Riley Scarlett Ellingson Carter Ellingson 
Volunteer 

Appreciated 

Altar  
Flowers 

Jay & Rachael 
Freeman 

Don & Judy 
Nichols 

Jerry & Mary  
Howard 

Chris & Debbie 
Marcolini 

Altar Guild Dot Rish & Carol Wyndham 

Bulletins Angie Meetze & Jenny Stone 

Coffee Time 
Volunteers 

Appreciated 
Coffee Only Today Evangelism Ministry Kitchen Ministry 

Communion 
Servers 
      Early  

Bread: Pastor Judson 
Wine: Pastor Cassie 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
               Pastor Judson 
Wine: Ellen Knehans 
            Michele Zee 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
               Pastor Judson 
Wine: LeeAnn Crapps 
        Brenda Hedgecock 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
               Pastor Judson 
Wine: Judy Nichols 
            Ashley Ray 

      Late  
Bread: Pastor Judson 
Wine: Pastor Cassie 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
               Pastor Judson 
Wine: Kim Massey 
            Cindy Evans 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
               Pastor Judson 
Wine: Marie Eargle 
             Jenny Stone 

Bread: Pastor Cassie 
               Pastor Judson 
Wine: Catherine Oxner 
             Jenny Stone 

Greeters  
       Early 

Diane Robison Amy Hoffman 
Ed & Brenda 
Hedgecock 

Amy Hoffman 

       Late  Elizabeth Lindler Rochelle Roof Marie Eargle Elizabeth Lindler 

Lectors  
       Early 

Paul Robison Michele Zee Steve Wyndham Judy Nichols 

       Late  Tommy Stone Kim Massey Marie Eargle Debbie Marcolini 

Pew Crew Carol Arnold & Rochelle Roof 

Ushers   
    Early &  
    Late 

Dory Arnold & Michael Carter—Co-Chairs 

    Brian Cook, Ed Hedgecock, Dustin Hoffman, Ken & Chris Lunsford, Brady Porth, Jr.,  

    Jesse Riley 

When God put a calling on your life,  

He already factored in your stupidity.  
 

Most comforting thing I have ever heard. 

Serving in September 

Updated 9-3-2026 
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1st Elizabeth Ward 
Don Fornal 

3rd Marty Lindler 
Michael Carter 

4th Carol Farr 
Nathan Galub 
Carolyn Teeter 

5th Betsy Amick 
Carol Arnold 
Indy Deliz 
Ava Graham Jordan 
Sheila Kinnard 

6th Crystal Dennison 
Judy Nichols 
Buck Ray 

7th Lynn Arnold 
Rob Prielipp 
Richard Shirer 

8th Trudy Moore 

9th Ernie Chaplin 
Reba Sandel 

10th Donna Alford 
Joyce Shealy 
Reggie Shealy 

11th Scarlett Ellingson 
Joe Price 

12th Hazel Duell 
Jay Freeman 
Crystal Frisina 
Jim Shealy 
Rich Smith 

13th Jeanette Porth 
Joyce H. Porth 

14th Robin Rawl 

15th Graelynn Beebe 

16th Mike Weidner 

17th Evelyn Bickley 

18th Leighton Mefford 

19th Collin Davis 
Michael Frisina 

20th Zack Spence 

21st Steve Alford 
Andrew Ellisor 

22nd Carleigh Zee Barnes 
Rudolph Cooper 
Grayson Porth 
Landon Powell 
David Spence 

23rd Mary Rae Oxner 

24th Jason Davis 
Addison Merrell 

25th Bob Harmon 
Katie Kupchinsky 
Betty Lou O’Neill 

26th Mark J. Schneider 

27th Peggy Howard (97) 
Cynthia Johnson 
Catherine Oxner 

28th Bobbi Buff 

29th Amy Shealy 
Jo Wessinger 

30th Sam Bruce 
David Davis 
Madison Gondolfo 

1st Terry & Toni Coker 52 years 

2nd Lee & Ann Dixon 56 years 

3rd Jim & Carolyn Teeter 3 years 

4th Jay & Rachael Freeman 55 years 

6th Paul & Hazel Duell 39 years 

14th Kevin & Karen Gobbi 35 years 

14th Jason & Rosemary Davis 19 years 

17th Tommy & Carla Lindler 32 years 

18th Claude & Elizabeth Lindler 66 years 

19th Toby & Valerie Porth 28 years 

20th Mary & Jerry Howard 64 years 

26th Sam & Ginny Bruce 56 years 

26th Ray & Mary Anne Jones 28 years 

29th Barry & Trudy Moore 35 years 
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SEPTEMBER 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY 

  8:30 am        Worship 

  9:30 am        Coffee Time/PLC 

  9:45 am        SonShine Choir 

10:00 am        Angel Choir 

10:00 am        Sunday School 

11:00 am        Worship 

  4:00 pm        Cub Scouts / SH 

  5:00 pm        Youth w/Clay 
 

MONDAY 

10:00 am        Women’s Bible Study 

12:00 pm        Charity Crafts 

  6:30 pm        Matins Choir 

  6:00 pm        Women’s Bible Study 

  7:15 pm        Chancel Choir 

  6:30 pm        Boy Scouts/SH 
 

TUESDAY  

  9:30 am        Staff Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  

10:00 am        Bible Study / FH 

  6:00 pm        Mustard Seeds /FH 
 

 

 

 

 
CR=Conference Room 

FH=Fellowship Hall 

GR=Gathering Room behind PLC 

PLC=Parish Life Center 

SH=Scout Hut 

YR=Youth Room 

September 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

Funeral  

6 

Baptism  

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
Golden 
Age Lunch  

14 15 
Finance 
7pm/CR  

16 17 18 19 

20 
Mission 
Morning  

Kids Sing 
11 am 

21 22 
Loving 
Group  
Apple  
Picking  
9 am 

23 24 
Book Club 
6:30 pm  

25 26 

27 28 
Cantata 
Reveal  
7:15 pm 
PLC 

29 
Loving 
Group 
10:30 am 
 

30    

Scouts 

Bash 

Scouts Backyard Bash 

I’m working on a  

miniature directory of 

members who have 

joined in the last 3 

years. If this is you, 

please see me any 

Sunday morning so I 

can take your picture. 

We’re trying to put 

names and faces  

together.  

Thanks, 

Carol 

I love venison, so I would never do this, 

but I needed filler, & it made me laugh. 


