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PROCLAIMER

September 2025

Working on 2026 Budget

2026 is almost upon us and that means that our Stewardship and Finance
(S&F) Committee is currently working on the budget for next year. Ed
Hedgecock (chair) has asked all committees to revisit how much they
request based on their past spending. It is the hope of the committee that
S&F can provide a more realistic budget for the congregation, which is a
good thing.

After last month’s Proclaimer was published, | had some folks ask me about
the finances of the church. The numbers reported last month (pg. 2 of the
August Proclaimer) showed us in a deficit of $28,425.18. While that number
was correct, it doesn’t show the full picture.

The number that is reported is our General Fund Giving (actual
received YTD) vs. our Total Expenditures (YTD). However, we have many
more ways in which financial gifts are received and we have Temporarily
Restricted (TR) funds that carry over from year to year. If we add all that in,
we can get a better picture of where we are financially. Dot & Valerie have
now completed the July numbers (we always function a month behind), so
here is a snapshot of where we are:

Total TR funds: $167,806.38 (TR funds have to be spent prior to budget)
Total General Fund (GF) Contributions: $372,854.48

Total Revenues (contributions, interest income, investment income, etc.). $415,992.02
YTD Expenditures: $402,530.45

If you take a look at the Total Revenues vs. YTD Expenditures, we are
actually in the net positive of $13,461.57. Furthermore, we have financial
assets of almost $1.2m! We are so blessed to have so many faithful givers
in our congregation! We have people that go above & beyond their regular
giving to help support things like Snack Sacks, Disaster Relief, School
Supply Drive, etc. What a joy to see that!

However, it was recently brought to my attention that there are some giving
units at the church that have stopped giving to the GF & solely support a TR
or specific ministry. | pray that decision was not made for a selfish or wrong
decision, because we all know that is not in the spirit of our faith. In reality,
all that will do is make S&F work hard with Valerie & Dot to balance ledgers.
It won’t change the ministries we support or the way we focus on being good
stewards. As Bishop Dan recently said at the NALC convocation: “It’s all
about Jesus. We are called to do mission in the name of our Lord.” In
order to do that, we leave behind our sins when we have confession, we
focus on the cross, & we give thanks for the blessings that God continues to
bestow on us as Christians, as the church, & in the community around us.

God's Peace,
Pastor Judson
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Church Business

Monthly

Funds Fund Total
General $ 60,504.50
David Davis $ 290.00
EKKA $ 5.00
Electronic Sign $ 500.00
Endowment Fund $ 810.00
Kitchen Fund $ 25.00
Maintenance $ 2,400.00
Noisy Offering $ 378.91
Safety /AED $ 250.00
School Supplies $ 2,425.00
Snack Sacks $ 775.00
SPLC Disaster Relief $ 130.00
Tartu Seminary $ 51.00
Women'’s Ministry $ 85.00
Regina Heyward Mem. |$ 1,000.00
Charles Risinger Mem. |$ 170.60
Dick Sullivan Mem. $ 25.00
TOTAL GIVING

for July $ 69,865.01

St. Peter’s By the Numbers
January 1—July 31, 2025*

Actual Contributions YTD $360,930.98
Actual Expenses YTD $339,232.27
Difference YTD +$ 21,698.71

*Because our newsletter is published before
the end of the month, the numbers here & for
the month, will always be a month behind.

Ministry Highlights
Church Council met August 17th @ 4 pm.
Absent: Donna Alford, Jackson Kohl

Education: Children’s SS classes have seen an
uptick at attendance. The past three Sundays we
have had more than 100 in SS. The average for
other Lutheran churches is about 30% of worship
attendance is in SS & we are close to 50%.
Property: Paving, sealing, & restriping parking lot
should be completed this week. New water cutoff
valve installed at SE corner of Fellowship Hall after
leak found & repaired.

Safety has approved Lexington Sheriff Dept. to
conduct training on our campus again this fall.
LCSD is excited for the opportunity.

Scouts: Troop & Pack are thriving. Membership
steadily increasing. Eagle Scout project involved
constructing walkway to church office & building a
picnic table for office yard. Backyard Bash
planning underway. Details on page 6.

Staff Support: Staff evaluations complete.
Stewardship/Finance: Rec'd all requests.
Technology: Purchased new laptop for Dot since
she has been using her personal laptop for church
business. New laptop, carrying case, and external
hard drive were purchased for just under $700. Dot
is very thankful! New screen is needed for the PLC
stage as motor has burned out. This will be re-
searched & purchased.

Worship & Music: planning for Golden Age lunch-
eon on September 7th.

YAYA: Back to regular schedule. Confirmation
classes begin September 7th for five consecutive
Sundays. We will again be using the Lunch & Learn
format. Students will be confirmed on
Sunday, May 24th at 11 am worship service.

New Business: Kohl family has decided to return
to Cedar Grove. Difficult to find a youth not
related to a staff member.

Council Nominations: October 1gth

Annual Meeting Date: November gth @ 10 am in
the Sanctuary

Next meeting is September 21** @ 4 pm
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Mark Your Calendars

There are TONS of things that happen around here. (Even this list is not complete as
committee meetings, Family Reunions, & set-up dates are not included.) Most events happen
every year like clockwork & some things are new. Don’t miss anything! Please remember to call
Carol to get any event added to the calendar.

OFFICE CLOSED for Labor Day—September 1st / No Activities
Golden Age Sunday Lunch for entire congregation—September 7th @ 12:30 pm / PLC
Confirmation Orientation for 7th & 8th graders & Parents—Sept. 7th @ 1-2:30 pm / YR
Confirmation —September 14th @ 12:30-2 pm / PLC
Suptember for Jr. & Sr. Youth—September 14th @ 5 pm / PLC
Confirmation —September 21st @ 12:30-2 pm / PLC
Suptember for Jr. & Sr. Youth—September 21st @ 5 pm / PLC
Christmas Cantata Reveal—September 24th @ 7:15 pm / PLC
Confirmation —September 28th @ 12:30-2 pm / PLC
Suptember for Jr. & Sr. Youth—September 28th @ 5 pm / PLC
Loving Group—September 30th @ 10:30 am / PLC

Alzheimer’s Walk—October 4th @ 9 am / Church Parking Lot
Confirmation —October 5th @ 12:30-2 pm / PLC
Blessing of the Animals—October 5th @ 2:30 pm / Front Lawn (new time)
Jr. & Sr. Youth—October 5th @ 3:15 pm—Outing (new time)
Cemetery Work Day—October 18th @ 9 am
Council Nominations (in person only)—October 19th @ both services
Silent Auction for Youth Missions—October 26th—bidding begins during Coffee Time / PLC
Stewardship Dinner—October 26th @ 6 pm / PLC
Trunk or Treat—October 26th @ 7 pm / Back Parking Lot

Loving Group—October 28th @ 10:30 am / PLC

Annual Congregational Meeting—Sunday, November 9th @ 10 am / Sanctuary
Missions Market—November 15th @ 9 am to 1 pm / PLC—Call Rachel Price w/questions
Thanksgiving Worship—November 23rd @ both morning services
Loving Group—November 25th @ 10:30 am / PLC
Office Closed—November 26th-28th
Noisy Offering—November 30th during both Worship services

Advent Worship—December 3rd @ 11:15 am / Sanctuary

Loving Group Christmas Luncheon—December 9th @ 11 am / PLC
Advent Worship—December 10th @ 11:15 am / Sanctuary

Christmas Cantata—December 14th @ 11 am & 6 pm

Advent Worship—December 17th @ 11:15 am / Sanctuary

Loving Group Proclaimer Assembly—December 16th @ 10:30 am / PLC

Christmas Eve Worship—December 24th @ 5:30 pm & 10 pm
Church Office Closed—December 25th thru January 2nd—see January 5th

2026 Dates to Remember
Soup Supper—February 1st @ 6 pm
Pancake Supper—February 17th @ 6 pm
Ash Wednesday Worship—February 18th @ 11:15am & 7 pm
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Women’s Ministry

Women’s Bible Study

Luke in the Land: Walking with Jesus in His First Century World
by Kristi McLelland

We will have two sessions & you can alternate & come to either session as your
schedule permits. Books are provided.

Begins Monday, Sept. 15th @ 6:30 pm with Lisa Leitzsey / GR
OR

Begins Thursday, Sept. 18th @ 11 am with Brenda Hedgecock / GR

Please click here to sign up on Sign-Up Genius for the time you can attend.

Follow Kristi McLelland through Israel as we study snapshots from the Gospel of Luke to see where the
stories of the Bible took place. Over 7 sessions in this Bible study workbook, challenge the way you read
the accounts of Jesus through teaching videos that take you to locations in Israel like Bethlehem, the Sea
of Galilee, Gethsemane, Jerusalem, and the road to Emmaus. Along the way, you'll see how Jesus, the
Messiah, brought His kingdom to earth for everybody. Call Brenda with questions.

15th ANNUAL CAROLINAS LUTHERAN WOMEN CONVOCATION
ALL WOMEN are invited! This year’s meeting date & place is...

Saturday, October 11, 2025 @ 9 am

(registration & “street vendor” table set-up begins @ 8:30 am)

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
2496 SC-773, Pomaria, SC 29126

THEME: Let’s Taco ‘Bout It!

Lettuce Gather With Jesus for
Nacho Average Convocation

Please consider attending. For further questions or registration,
please contact Donna Shealy at 803-730-2116.

4


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48A5AC2FA6FB6-58089721-luke#/

-Service Committee

OCTOBER IS ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH. Join us Saturday, October 4th at 9:30
am in the PLC kitchen where we will begin our walk. On Sunday, October 5th, we will have
Alzheimer’s Giving Sunday. Please come & support our team and our giving day to bring
awareness to this terrible disease. Call Bobbi Buff @ 803-463-4902 with questions.

DISASTER RELIEF is always on our minds here at St. Peter’s. More information will be on
its way to fill more flood buckets, school kits, and personal items kits. If you would like to
contribute, please mark your donations St. Peter’s Disaster Relief Fund.

It's almost time for OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD! We are setting up a Donation
Station in the PLC to make it easier for you to donate new items for this project. Look for
more information on our Shoebox packing party for those less fortunate children around
the world. Last year we were able to send 105 shoeboxes. Let's do more this year!

Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus!

Loving Group is
planning to go Apple Picking.
Thursday, September 18th
Wanna go?

Call Bobbi Buff @
803-463-4902
to get your name on the list.
Watch bulletin for more details.




Scouts

SCOUT TROOP & CUB SCOUT PACK 309

BACKYARD BASH

&

\\\SL'W/

Scout Unit 309 will be having their Backyard Bash the weekend of

September 19t thru September 21st. We would like to invite the Church
Members and youth group out to join our Scouts on that
Saturday, September 20t. We will have games & activities

geared towards scouting and fun.

Please come out and learn about scouting and our unit.

Youth can try their skills at fire building with Scouts, a stretcher run relay, knot tying and lashing,

kickball, a compass course, Cornhole and many other fun activities.

We will have information on Cub Scouts and Scouts for those who would like to

learn more about our Unit and Join.

Check out our Scouting page on the St. Peter's
website. We will be ao(oling kistorg to it as well.
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Odds & Ends
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Fall =
Confirmation v
Lunch & Learn ==

September 7 (students & parents)
September 14, 21, 28
October 5

12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall with a
Lunch & Learn format. Enjoy fellowship
and highs/lows during lunch, followed
by 1 hr. class. Dismiss @ 2 pm.

Call either pastor with questions.

Church Calendar

Did you know that the Church
Calendar is on our website? Go to
www.stpeterslexsc.org/news & click
on CALENDAR to see what’s
planned for the rest of this year and
on into next year.

It’s also a great tool to use when
you’re in a committee meeting, need
to choose a date for an event, and
would like to avoid conflicts.

NOTE: Before finalizing or
publicizing an event, please check
with Carol (Parish Admin., Keeper of
the Calendar & Chaos Coordinator)
to make sure other things are not on
that date (like stripping & waxing
floors, private events—stuff that
does not go on the website). When
in doubt, call Carol. Thank youl!

e
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I Worship & Music Invites you to

Xa
P

% GOLDEN AGE LUNCHEON

# Join us September 7th @ 12:30 pm in the
f Parish Life Center for our annual Golden
2~ Age Luncheon. The entire congregation

v is invited to help us honor our Golden

* Age members.

W

“ % Chef Barry & his crew are planning a
.. great lunch!

““ x Table decorations by Fulmer sisters.
“ x Youth will serve as our wait staff.
7 » Church-owned dishes will be used.
- = Desserts are greatly appreciated.

f We pull out all the stops to honor these
“= members! Don’t miss this special day!

; If you are (or know of) a Golden Ager
*~ who might need a ride, please call Carol
.. & she will make those arrangements!

e
)

SEPTEMBER
PUBLISHING DEADLINES:

» Bulletin—Noon on Wednesdays

: * Proclaimer—15th of every month
: * Prayer List—5 pm on Wednesdays

EAS we get closer to the holidays, these datesg
:will change. If in doubt, get your stuff ini
: early. Thank you! :

A
W

e
*
=


http://www.stpeterslexsc.org/news

Notes of Thanks

Hey Pastor Judson,

Please pass along my sincerest thanks once
again to everyone at the church for the
incredible support. We were able to give
away more than 100 book bags filled with
supplies. Our kids & families couldn’t have
been happier.

Your support means the world!

Patrick Burnett
Principal, Lexington Elementary

Dear St. Peter’s

A huge thank you for your generous dona-
tion of bookbags & school supplies for our
Oak Grove students! Your kindness makes
a real difference, helping our student start
the year confident and ready to learn.

We deeply appreciate your support.

With heartfelt thanks,
Christy Graham
Principal, Oak Grove Elementary
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Jom us for Bible Study

Sunday School is a wonderful part of our Sunday morning schedule, but did
you know we have other opportunities for Bible study during the week?

Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets, as the name implies, on Wednesday mornings
at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall. Led by our Pasters, this group takes an in-depth look at
different books of the Bible. There is a lot of discussion and good fellowship in this
group. Free coffee.

Mustard Seeds gather for a light dinner and Bible study on Wednesday evening at 6
pm in the Fellowship Hall. They will begin Season 5 of The Chosen soon. Call Brenda
Hedgecock if you have any questions.

Women'’s Bible Studies have groups beginning soon. See page 4 for details.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS:

The Backpack Class is made up of young married couples with small children. Pastor
Cassie teaches this group in the Gathering Room at 10 am on Sunday mornings.

Busters class members are typically (but not always) married and have kids ranging
from upper elementary to college age. They meet in room 210.

Joyful Believers are typically couples with grown children and are entering the “check
out this picture of my grandchild” phase of life. Spouse doesn’t come to church or is
otherwise detained during the SS hour? Not a problem. Several of their folks come
alone. The Joyful Believers meet in room 209.

The Seekers group covers all adult ages and study books of the Bible. They are taught
by Larry James and meet in the Fellowship Hall.

Hallmarks of Lutheran Identity class is designed to assist in understanding the
Lutheran Church’s teachings in a nontechnical way. The class is discussion based and
will guide us to learn the Christian tenets held by the Lutheran church based on
Scripture alone. Chip Rhoads teaches this class.

Our Sunday School also has classes for children from birth to 12th grade. Those who teach
Sunday School have a love for children and want to help them build a strong foundation
for their relationship with Jesus.




News: You Can Use

Welcome to our series...

Everything You Wanted to Know About But Were Afraid to Ask
This month: Singing in the Christmas Cantata

Yes, | realize it’s still 100 degrees outside, but as Trudy Moore reminds us, “it’s only 15 weeks until

Christmas” and you know what that means. It’s time to start rehearsals for Christmas Music.

Have you always wanted to be a part of the fun, but have questions? Well, here are the facts.

Do I need to audition? No, just talk to Barry or Craig, or just show up on “Reveal” night. This year
we will introduce the music on Wednesday, September 24™ at 7:15 pm in the Parish Life Center.

I’m not sure which part | sing? No problem. Barry, Craig, or Carol will be happy to help you find
your range and your spot. We’ll even find you a “buddy” in your section to sit with you.

What happens at the Reveal? You get your music and we listen to recordings of all of the songs.
It’s a great way to hear what it will sound like after we learn it. Oh, and we usually have some of
Barry & Trudy’s fabulous cookies at the end. It’s a ton of fun!

When are rehearsals? Rehearsals are Monday nights at 7:15 pm in the Sanctuary. In November,
we also have sectional rehearsals on Sunday afternoons (also in the Sanctuary) from 2:30-4 pm.
Dress Rehearsal is Saturday morning, December 13"

Did you say Monday? | thought rehearsals were on Wednesday nights. Well, since the birth of the
Twyndhams, things have been a little wild. By moving our rehearsals to Monday, Carol can be
with us on Sundays & Mondays and still play “Mama Carol” Tuesday-Friday when the need arises.
We are learning to be flexible. Thanks to all!

What if | need extra practice? Not to worry! Barry sends out links to all of the music so you can
listen and learn any time during the week.

When is Cantata? This year’s Cantata is Sunday, December 14th @ 11 am and 6 pm.

If I have more questions? Talk to either director or any choir member. They love to share!

Serving Him & Loving it!

Carol Wyndhiam O

8 gl ey

[ ] Thed
“" n” = 0 % ‘:'\A D\?Q
Luke 7:23 ~ “Blessed are those who are not offended by me. {U[/
The views expressed are the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Pastors,
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Church Council, the NALC, or the Association of Sassy Organists.
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Serving In September

September 7 September 14 September 21 September 28
Acg?ﬁ; Volunteer Julianna Schreiber Volunteer Volunteer
Late Volunteer Carter Ellingson Scarlett Ellingson Rhea Claire Riley
Altar . . Jerry & Mary Chris & Debbie
Flowers Fulmer Family Merrell Family Howard Marcolini
Altar Guild |Bobbi Buff, Cindy Evans, & Jackie Jumper
Bulletins Russell & Robin Rawl
Camera Debbie Arnold (Additional Volunteers Appreciated—See Clay with questions)
Coffee Volunteers . . Volunteers
Time Appreciated Backpack Class Kitchen Committee Appreciated
Communion Bread: Pastor Cassie |Bread: Pastor Cassie |Bread: Pastor Judson
Servers Bread: Pastor Cassie Pastor Judson Pastor Judson Pastor Cassie
Earl Wine: Pastor Judson | Wine: Michele Zee Wine: Dot Rish Wine: Kim Massey
y Brenda Hedgecock Clay Morell Steve Wyndham
Bread: Pastor Cassie |Bread: Pastor Cassie |Bread: Pastor Judson
Late Bread: Pastor Cassie Pastor Judson Pastor Judson Pastor Cassie
Wine: Pastor Judson | Wine: Bobbi Buff Wine: Marie Eargle Wine: Ernie Chaplin
Cindy Evans Doreen Edmondson Jesse Riley
S Rochelle Roof Bl B Rochelle Roof Jean Hundley
Early Hedgecock
Late Kay Keisler Rochelle Roof Marie Eargle AiEle Kmpard &
Jesse Riley
Lecg;l;fy Steve Wyndham Michele Zee Dot Rish Chip Rhoads
Late Debbie Marcolini Catherine Oxner Marie Eargle Tommy Chaplin
Pew Crew |Fulmer Sisters
US;;? 2 Dory Arnold & Bobby Harmon—Co-Chairs
Latey Michael Carter, Kevin Gobbi, Ken Lunsford, Brady Porth, Jr., & Jim Teeter

When God put a calling on your life,

He already factored in your stupidity.

Most comforting thing I have ever heard.
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1st

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
6th
14th
14th
17th

September Birthdays

Elizabeth Ward
Don Fornal

Marty Lindler
Michael Carter

Carol Farr
Nathan Galub
Carolyn Teeter

Carol Arnold

Ava Graham Jordan
Indy Deliz

Sheila Kinnard
Betsy Amick

Crystal Dennison
Judy Nichols
Buck Ray

Lynn Arnold
Richard Shirer
Rob Prielipp

Bob Dernbach
Trudy Moore

Ernie Chaplin
Reba Sandel

10th ' Donna Alford

Joyce Shealy

Reggie Shealy

11th | Scarlett Ellingson
Joe Price

12th ' Hazel Duell
Jay Freeman

Crystal Frisina

Jim Shealy
Rich Smith

13th | Jeanette Porth
Joyce H. Porth

14th | Robin Rawl

15th | Graelynn Beebe
16th ' Mike Weidner
17th | Evelyn Bickley

19th | Collin Davis
20th | Zack Spence
21st | Steve Alford

Johnathan Arnold
Andrew Ellisor

22nd

23rd
24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

Carleigh Zee Barnes
Rudolph Cooper
Grayson Porth
Landon Powell
David Spence

Mary Rae Oxner

Jason Davis
Addison Merrell

Katie Kupchinsky
Betty Lou O’Neill

Mark J. Schneider

Peggy Howard (96)
Cynthia Johnson
Catherine Oxner

Bobbi Buff

Amy Shealy
Jo Wessinger

Sam Bruce
David Davis
Madison Gondolfo

September Anniversaries

Terry & Toni Coker

Lee & Ann Dixon

Jim & Carolyn Teeter

Jay & Rachael Freeman

Paul & Hazel Duell

Kevin & Karen Gobbi
Jason & Rosemary Davis

Tommy & Carla Lindler

51 years
55 years

2 years
54 years
38 years
34 years
18 years
31 years
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18th
19th
20th
22nd
25th
26th
26th
29th

Claude & Elizabeth Lindler | 65 years

Toby & Valerie Porth 27 years
Mary & Jerry Howard 63 years
Tyler & Crystal Dennison 6 years
Stan & Lynda Whiteside 7 years
Sam & Ginny Bruce 55 years
Ray & Mary Anne Jones 27 years
Barry & Trudy Moore 34 years



SEPTEMBER
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY

8:30am  Worship

9:30 am Coffee Time/PLC

9:45 am SonShine Choir
10:00am  Angel Choir
10:00 am Sunday School
10:15 am Chancel Choir
11:00 am Worship

4:00 pm Handbells

4:00 pm Cub Scouts / SH

5:00pm  Jr& Sr. Youth/YR
MONDAY
12:00 pm  Charity Crafts

6:30 pm Matins Choir

6:30 pm Boy Scouts/SH
TUESDAY

9:30am  Staff Meeting
WEDNESDAY
10:00am  Bible Study / FH

6:00 pm Mustard Seeds /FH

CR=Conference Room
FH=Fellowship Hall
GR=Gathering Room behind PLC
PLC=Parish Life Center
SH=Scout Hut

YR=Youth Room

September 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

1
~

Todgy

#office
Closed

2

Sat
6

3 4 5)

7

Golden
Age
Lunch

Confirmation
Orientation

8

Service
6pm

10 11 12

13

14

Endowment
Board
9:40am/CR

Confirmation

15

16

17 18 19 20

Scouts Backyard Bash

Suptember
21 22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27
Confirmation Cantata
c i Reveal
ounci 7115 pm
4pm
Suptember

28

Confirmation

Suptember

29

30

Loving
Group
10:30 am/
PLC

When you put it on social media, in the bulletin,
shared it during service, and a church member
says they never heard about it:

<

Glalelul

>

{
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Therefore I told you
these things long ago;
before they happened

I announced them
to you...

Isaiah 48:5




